x                               PREFACE.

for the exceptional liberality witfti which he has found
a place for views professedly opposed to generally re-
ceived opinions.

The theory brought forward in the chapter on
Meteors and Comets is not altogether new. The
general idea on which it is grounded has been dealt
with by Mayer and Thomson, while the relation be-
tween the motions of discrete bodies and the formation
of systems of orbs has been dealt with by Sir John
Herschel, in considering his father's hypotheses re-
specting the nebulas. That idea, however, presented
itself independently to my mind when I was writing
my treatise on Saturn (at which time my acquaintance
witE scientific literature was very limited indeed), and
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is definitely stated in Note B of the Appendix to that 4
work. The line of reasoning is wholly new, I believe,
by which I have endeavoured to show that those pecu-
liarities of the solar system which have hitherto been
regarded ras affording the strongest objection to the
hypothesis of development, may be regarded as in

reality the direct result of the processes by which the
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solar system has reached its present condition. In the
preface to my treatise*on Saturn I touched on the
possibility that some such explanation of those pecu-
liarities might be found, remarking, that in the rings
of Saturn astronomers may one day recognise the